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WORD FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
MESSAGE FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN

Die derde kwartaal van 2025 is ‘n weer een om te onthou.

Soos verlede jaar is ons weer uitgenooi om by die "4 x 4 &
Outdoor Show" betrokke te raak. Dit was 'n groot sukses en ons het
weer baie besoekers gelok.

Van ons manne wat betrokke was by Operasie Savannah asook
ander Parabats het ons verteenwooddig by die sluitings funksie en
gedenkdiens van die Veterane van Savannah bond.

Ons dank aan Roche Vermaak, Louwrens Swanepoel en
Willoughby Brits wat by byna elke gedenkdiens ons verteenwoordig.

'n Groot laagte punt is die hoeveelheid van ons makkerswat ons
aan die dood afgestaan het die afgelope paar maande. By meeste
se dienste het lede ons sterk verteenwoordig as 'n laaste eerbetoon
gedoen.

Ons versoek weereens dat as enige lede enige ou Militére
uitrusting het wat in die garage of huis in die pad |é - skenk dit gerus
aan ons uitstalling by die PPM, te Fort Schanskop. (Kontak my of
Oom Paul.)

Parabat Groete,
Chris Pohl

NEXT PTA CANOPY MEETINGS - %3
14 OCT /12 NOV / 9 DEC

INDEMNITY

We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read
or see in this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the
editorial board responsible for every statement! This newsletter is
filled with very different personal opinions of military veterans who

write mainly just on their own behalf. So, they say what they like.

VRYWARING
Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in
hierdie nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie
nie vir elke uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is
propvol uiteenlopende persoonlike menings vanmilitére veterane wat
veral net namens hulleself skryf. So, hulle sé wat hulle wil.

You never know how strong you are
intil being strong is the ONLY oplio
- you have left.

WERK SAAM MET GOD
Baie mense is so intens individualisties dat hulle ‘n teénsin daarin het
dat iemand hulle raad moet aanbied. Hulle doen graag dinge op hulle
eie manier — dikwels met rampspoedige gevolge. Hulle weier om enige
taak te delegeer, selfs aan die bekwaamste mense. Ten spite van die
goeie werk wat hulle doen, kon hulle soveel meer in minder tyd verrig
het as hulle slegs geleer het om met kollegas saam te werk.

Dieselfde beginsel is van toepassing op die geestelike lewe. Baie
Christene is so afthanklik dat hulle nie in harmone met mekaar kan
saamwerk nie. Hulle organiseer geredelik maar is onwillig om
kontruktiewe raad te aanvaar. As dinge nie volgens hulle plan gedoen
word nie, is hulle kwaad.

Vers om te onthou! (Hag. 2. 4)
“Begin met die werk, want Ek is by julle, sé die Here die Almagtige.”
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The PVO website

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be
helped from this website. New members are
welcome and existing memberswho are unsure of
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries
there.

#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiéle
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede
vir besigtiging en vrae. Ons het strukture en
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word.

NEW BOOKS
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Bestel vanaf:
lertia@naledi.co.za

SEEING Tie 2y
ELEPHANT

078 648 8616

THE
FUND

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and
their families is our primary concern. Many of
us are reaching the age where retirement and
redundancy become threats to our continued
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained
during ouryears as soldiers as well as suffered
after our military service ended. Others have
been made redundant by retrenchments or
affirmative action.

All these people need help and supportin
their daily lives.

PVO

ENABLEMENT

Marked
PelsA Boeke
Contact Paul J. Els paul@who-els.co.za
Order books from epos@groep7.co.za
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FROM ALL OVER

W.P. LOUW.

Pa Willem or as he was fondly called DIE KOMMANDANT by many, was a stern disciplinarian
to the troops, however being his first and only little daughter, I knew I was the ‘apple of
his eye' with me being able to twist him around his finger with my cute antics as a girl.

_ However, on the homefront, he managed to balance
some fun time for hosting friends, preparing his favourite
~_|tomato soup, the braai being his favourite source of
—— practising his skills with food. Following a Sunday lunch,
we'd be spoilt with jaffles for the evening meal with
—|leftovers and mouthwatering fillings being a family
L | favourite. As kids (my brother Willie - nine years my junior)
we were bundled into the car with the picnic basket for the
odd trip to the DRIVE IN - always a simple treat in
@ spending time together as a family. The fondest memories
are of early caravan holidays to Keurboomstrand, where
fishing and the smell of braaing meat with my Dad always
telling stories that filled the air.

In 1953 my Dad left for London as part of the SA contingent of 4 officers who rode
in the Mounted Escort at the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. As a six year old at the
time, I could not understand why it took so long for him to come back home! As he rose in
rank and with the demands of work becoming more pressing, we saw less of him but living
on military bases from a very young age has left indelible memories of childhood friends
left behind in Voortrekkerhoogte, Tempe, Bethlehem and Upington, because of all the
transfers. By 1959, the last term of the school year, I was enrolled in my nineth school
as we were only stationed in Upington for 10 months! Because of all the moves the saying
goes that a soldier had "dom kinders en stukkende meubels"!

In latter years, I recall him doing inspections at Voortrekkerhoogte where on one
memorable occasion, he arrived on horseback instead of his official car - this of course
became a talking point between guards and troops - all caught unaware!

The night of his passing will forever remain in my memory. Who's to say what triggered
his need for open air at minus 4 degrees in the Winter Highveld to leave the house after
midnight. My Dad was missing! Thanks to General Jan Fourie who rallied his men only to
find my Dad in the veld near our house in the early hours of the morning. He was found in
parabats landing position which gave my brother and I a degree of comfort with the
knowledge that he died as a SOLDIER, not cosseted in the comfort of his bed. The autopsy
revealed he'd had a massive stroke and a heartattack. It was the 4th of July 1980.

Ina Scholtz (daughter of Cmdt W.P. Louw).
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LOUW, WILLEM. SSA, sM

Willem Petrus Louw was born on 29 November 1920 in Bloemhof
in the Orange Free State. He completed his schooling at the
Schweizer-Reneke Hoérskool.

He started his military career on 21 March 1938 at the age
of 17 at the Special Service Battalion and attested as a soldier
in the Permanent Force on 1 December of the same year as a
private. He subsequently served as a Non-Commissioned Of ficer
in the ‘T’ Service Corps (South African Ordnance Service Corps)
until he successfully completed his Instructor's Course upon
which he was seconded to the Infantry Corps and posted to the
South African Military College as instructor on 3 August 1942.

After attending a Candidate Officer's course in 1943, he was appointed in the South
African Armoured Corps with the rank of Temprary Second Lieutenant and was attached to
the General Service Branch (Permanent Force) on 21 August 1943. Immediately thereafter
he was transferred to 6 South African Armour Division and departed for the Middle East
and Ttaly on 12 September 1943, for active service in the field. While serving abroad, he
was promoted to War Substantive Lieutenant in February 1944 and transferred to the
Central Mediterranean Forces on 15 April 1944.

Louw returned to South Africa on 27 May 1945. He subsequently served in different
Permanent Force Headquarters and Units where he occupied a variety of regimental and
staff posts. He attended various courses and was promoted to the ranks of Lieutenant in
May 1946, Captain in December 1951 and Major in December 1958.

In January 1959 he was appointed Officer Commanding, North West Cape Command.

Appointment as Officer Commanding 2 Mobile Watch and a promotion to the rank of
Temporary Commandant followed in October 1959.

He attended a Parachute Instructor's Course with 14 other members of the Permanent
Force in the United Kingdom during the latter part of 1960. On 1 January 1961, he was
promoted to Substantive Commandant, after which he was appointed Officer Commanding 1
Parachute Battalion with effect from 1 April 1961. He was personally responsible for
establishing the unit and the building of all training installations and resources required for
the training of the paratroopers of our country. The subsequent development of this unit
into one of the elite combat units of the South African Army took place under his personal
and energetic leadership.

After a long Staff Course he attended during 1964 at the South African Military
College, he was promoted to the rank of Colonel on 1 November 1964 and became Officer
Commanding the South African Military College in Voortrekkerhoogte.

On 1 July 1966 he was appointed Officer Commanding, Northern Transvaal Command
and promoted to the rank of Brigadier. His appointment as Chief of the Army and promotion
to the rank of Lieutenant General took effect on 1 December 1967. During his term as
Chief of the Army, he was invited by the French Government to attend the Paris Air Show
in France during June 1971.

Louw was appointed Inspector General in the Defence Force in 1974. Due to the
functional reorganisation of the top structure of the South African Defence Force, it was
decided to do away with this post. As it was not possible to utilise General Louw
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(new cemetery).
DECORATIONS AND MEDALS

Star of South Africa Decoration (1974)

Southern Cross Medal (1962)
Coronation Medal (1953)

Medal for Good Service in the Permanent Force

1939/1945 Star
Italy Star
Defence Medal (British)
War Medal (1939/45)
Africa Service Medal

Honourable Mention in Despatches (M.I.D.)

PROFICIENCY BADGES
Instructor's Parachute Wings

[Taken from the book We conquire from Above by Paul J. Els.]

W.P. Louw Jump log book.

idvantageously in another post in his current rank, he retired, prematurely, at the age of
54 years, at close of duty on 31 March 1975.

Louw was married to Beulah Nel, born 20 July 1927. Their daughter Ina was born on
29 June 1947 and their son Willem on 24 November 1957. They also have an adopted son
Hein. W.P. Louw passed away on 4 July 1980 and was laid to rest in the Voortrekkerhoogte
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FIFTY YEARS DOWN THE LINE

On Wednesday 3rd of September during a visit by former paratroopers from A-Company
1975 at 44 Parachute Regiment, Tempe, Bloemfontein, to commemorate their fiftieth
anniversary, Lieutenant Colonel Mokwena, 2nd in Command of 44 Parachute Regiment
welcomed them. While they were waiting his arrival in a conference room that will stand up
to any blue-chip corporate boardroom, Paratroop Warrant Officer Jaza briefed the visitors
on the tour's itinerary. It soon became clear that Warrant Officer Jaza not only have the
physique of a professional paratrooper but is also a disciplinarian of note that would not
tolerate any nonsense on his base, whether from within his own ranks or visitors, regardless
of their age, gender, or status.

The reason for the visit took shape during a
reunion when it became evident during that the old
| paratroopers viewed their concerns about what
4| today's paratroopers represent. The only way to
dispel these perceptions was to arrange a visit to the
battalion. With A-Company's half-century reunion
upcoming it seemed the perfect occasion. The 75
Parabats, or better known as the Savannah Parabats,
decided to celebrate their reunion in Bloemfontein
and, if possible, visit the Regiment to connect with
current paratroopers.

Their organizer, Tommy Viljoen, as usual took the
| task upon himself and, by leveraging the right
connections, arranged the visit. Tommy immediately
undertook the challenging task of coordinating a date
that would suit everyone, which was indeed a
challenging task.

X

44 Parachute Brigade entrance wi'rh“
Corporal Deon Schoeman in the During the induction meeting, Lieutenant Colonel

e Mokwena was quick to dismiss any rumours that the
dreaded physical training course and strict qualification criteria for entry into the jump
course had been compromised over the years. However, modern times required keeping up
with changing circumstances and different threats facing South Africa. Therefore, the
training of a paratrooper in the modern era has taken a more scientific and psychological
approach. The standards are still as it was fifty years ago, if not better. A statement that
was at first met with a level of scepticism, but the wry smile on the Colonel's face would
soon prove them all wrong. For example, while the physical training duration was curtailed,
the additional psychological aspect would ensure that the standards of the past are not
compromised.

A visit to the parade ground where many an aspiring paratrooper's spirit was broken
brought back memories that would be better forgotten. The veterans were surprised to find
that memorials dating back half a century were still maintained amidst new ones in memory
of the fallen heroes of the past and present who fought bravely in various battles on local
and foreign soil. It was heartening to hear first-hand that parades are still held regularly
in memory of these soldiers who paid the ultimate price for what they believed was the
right thing to do, praise the Lord.
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" Highlight of the day was a visit to the new Parachute Training Wing which took the
visitors on a walk around the base. What a revelation for those doomsayers, contrary to
the normal perceptions of military bases plunged into total anarchy. They had to admit that
44 Parachute Regiment is in better condition than they found it in 1975.

That was it for them, paratroopers are still the best and have no equal in the military. The
renovated obstacle course reminded them of days gone by and it was hard to believe that
once upon a time they also sailed over those obstacles, especially on a wet rainy day with
their r'amcoats on so they would not get too wet.

Members of A- Coy 1975 posing in fr‘om’ of the Parachufe Tr'ammg school

The heigh of their visit was the SANDF Parachute Training School where Captain Malgas
and her team were waiting. Yes, they were surprised to find a lady in charge of such an
important phase of the paratroopers training. However, she quickly silenced even the most
outspoken amongst them when she demonstrated the first lesson all paratroopers receive,
the jumpers posture. It goes without saying that Captain Malgas captured everyone's
attention as they sat in silence watching her and her team of professional paratroopers
perform a flawless demonstration, absolute textbook stuff!

Just when they thought the demonstration was over, the usual outspoken among the
visitors questioned the absence of the infamous "Aapkas", then Captain Malgas summoned
them to follow in her usual self -assured manner. Awaiting them was the most amazing real -
time aircraft exit simulator facility for which one could wish. After another flawless
demonstration of how to exit an aircraft, everybody was gobsmacked to say the least. Most
remarkable observation was that the training centre had also become an international facility
where paratroopers from across the globe come to receive their parachute training. A major
feather in cap for South Africa's standing in the airborne fraternity.
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The visit soon ended while observing a group of candidates preparing for one of those gruelling
training sessions, male, and female alike.

Neatly packed out next to each team were a paratrooper in training's tools of trade; a
marble, a pole, a used rocket cylinder and steel stretcher manufactured from heavy duty
angle iron. The determined expression on the faces of these soldiers, fighting for that
maroon beret, was clearly visible. For some, however, it would not be the case, as fatigue
had already taken its toll after weeks of relentless, rigorous training. The expression in
their eyes told a story that only an experienced paratrooper could relate.

The stretcher was a new device and the brave ones among the old boys could not stop
themselves from resisting the temptation to pick it up. However, when they learned that
the final test for a paratrooper is to carry the stretcher for 72 hours straight, it left
them with no doubt that the Paratrooper tradition of being tougher than the rest will never
die.

In conclusion and without doubt, the Regiment is in good and capable hands and everybody
were proud to mention that once, many years ago they were members of 1 Parachute
Battalion, an experience that had forged them into a unit that had to be reckoned with
under difficult conditions.

To the current and future paratroopers of 44 Parachute Regiment, it was an honour and
privilege to meet you. A-Company of 1975 will spread your message to all corners of the
world, well done.

Ex alto Vincimus. God Bless 44 Parachute Regiment!

A special note of appreciation:

We, as A-Company 1975 would like to extend our gratitude to the following people who
made this visit possible.

Colonel L.H. Gordon - OC of 44 Parachute Regiment

Lt Colonel R.M. Mokwena - 2ndIC of 44 Parachute Regiment

Lt Colonel Z. Biyela - Commander Para Training School

Major S.S. Tyadle - PTB Commander

MWO Z. Jaza - PSM 44 Parachute Regiment

Captain C. Malgas - Instructor
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ieutenant L.L. Kleyn - Corporate Communications.
A Special thanks from A-Coy 75 to Col (Ret.) Butch Williamson.

(Chairperson Parabats Veterans Organisation - Bloemfonfem Canopy for‘ faculrl'ahng and
coordinated the visit with 44 Parachute Regiment) :
Article written by L/Cpl Stephan (Blackie) Swart
www.stephanswart.org

44 Pararhute Regiment
AFviend of FParateoopers
Avandedoa 1) Saprcben 7525
Military Veterans
(A-Coy 1975 Intake)
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Captain Chavonn Carmen Malgas is breaking barriers and soaring higher
as one of the SA National Defence Force’s most decorated female
paratroopers. Right: Hit hard when it’s your turn to be the hammer.” Captain
Malgas stands at the Wall of Fame, a testament to unwavering strength and

Captain Malgas |eads her team in "the

calm before the storm” as they walk

towards the aircraft, prepared to display : 2 N7 =
their natural airborne skill and fearless From sky to soil, Captain Malgas | ThesmiserswarsrwhsisRaueRd

- - executes a perfect landing, marking yet the skies, Captain Malgas, lands with
spirit, another successful mission. pride and poise.
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22ND SPECIAL AIR SERVICE

REGIMENT
Twelve years ago, 25-year-old Lance
Corporal Joshua Leakey of the Parachute
Regiment faced a storm of gunfire in
Afghanistan. When a U.S. Marine officer
lay wounded and his team was on the
brink, Leakey sprinted across open ground
under relentless fire to start the
evacuation.

Not once, but three times, he ran
through that deadly gauntlet—dragging
heavy machine guns into stronger
positions, laying down suppressive fire,
and rallying his comrades. For 45 minutes
he fought with fearless resolve, turning
near collapse into defiance until air support
arrived.

For his actions, Leakey was awarded
the Victoria Cross—the only living British
soldier to receive it for Afghanistan. His
story reminds us that true courage is not
about rank, but about stepping forward
when everything hangs in the balance

(Internet)
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A parachute drop from a Vickers Virginia bomber. This picture lustrates the method used by the first parachutisis,
who dropped from the ends of each of the wings.,
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SAY AGAIN DIRECTION

ROGER THAT PROBLEM f NEGATIVE ASSAULT ELIMINATE

/ e

HOW TO WIN AN
ARM WRESTLING MATCH

THE SET-UP

START with your
o dominant foot forward,
hip against the table, and

—e e
1: CURL your wrist toward you to twist  2: LEAN in and pull their wrist toward
their hand back and down. you to continue gaining leverage.

THE TOP ROLL

2: SLIDE your hand up so your palm
is centered over the top of their hand
1: PULL your opponent’s arm toward and use this leverage to bend their

you to decrease their leverage. hand back.

ROTATE your body to
line up your shoulder

with your arm and pull
his hand to the table.




S
Rl )

NUUS VANAF ORAL / NEWS FROM ALL OVER

01/07/2025 — 31/09/2025 I




] i
> 3 FISH??

i

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 3/25 Page 17



*E“ERANS OR(;4

A,

A
&

OUTBACK CANOPY
Slade Healy 08/07/2025

What a fascinating talk last night by the
author of the Mig Diaries, ex chopper and
& current SAA pilot Lionel Reid. And the story
= of a SAAF Hercules C130 nearly shot down
and one of the pilots, Marc Bignoux, living
right here in Perth and also attendate. Good
turnout too for a wet winters night with Peter
Krop winning the raffle on the autographed
book and John McCrum winning the Lotto
half of the eve and promptly donating the
$75 back into SAMVOA funds Thanks all.

Dty

BN LA WTERCERUON. DEL C-430. |

i Ly

Danie Blom. 11/07/2025 Outback Canopy: Farewellto ill Mullaney going off sailing for twh_o
knows how long 12/07/2025 Dave Stevenson, Slade Healy Bill
Mullaney Alf Steel and Chris Beath. All Bats.

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 3/25 I Page 18 .



https://www.facebook.com/groups/801631003235492/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=24268906479414614&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSPh2JAG6Mvn_QUJJg-9DUw6qD6QjAfxi50YkuO6-u9jdC66Rx5ufhuZvGsfDP0OFwFMikN5CIzRBHoM3605DemidIwypQOrOeDiysmmP5jp13unC-hhQUR4K-uievVtLmlUQjZrMcojXZxQ2dIe1SphJ410eKYk3--hvxhHyuHNY8UrNZ3GbJ8L9U_YOidavSgvZd47ySKBHKVUxmoFHtmcrjtAS_YJl8m67Glw-yYA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/801631003235492/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=24268906479414614&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSPh2JAG6Mvn_QUJJg-9DUw6qD6QjAfxi50YkuO6-u9jdC66Rx5ufhuZvGsfDP0OFwFMikN5CIzRBHoM3605DemidIwypQOrOeDiysmmP5jp13unC-hhQUR4K-uievVtLmlUQjZrMcojXZxQ2dIe1SphJ410eKYk3--hvxhHyuHNY8UrNZ3GbJ8L9U_YOidavSgvZd47ySKBHKVUxmoFHtmcrjtAS_YJl8m67Glw-yYA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/801631003235492/user/1448389402/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSPh2JAG6Mvn_QUJJg-9DUw6qD6QjAfxi50YkuO6-u9jdC66Rx5ufhuZvGsfDP0OFwFMikN5CIzRBHoM3605DemidIwypQOrOeDiysmmP5jp13unC-hhQUR4K-uievVtLmlUQjZrMcojXZxQ2dIe1SphJ410eKYk3--hvxhHyuHNY8UrNZ3GbJ8L9U_YOidavSgvZd47ySKBHKVUxmoFHtmcrjtAS_YJl8m67Glw-yYA&__tn__=%2CP-R

Delville Wood gedendiens te Thaba Tshwane bgrafplaas. 13/07/2025
Below: 61 Meg Memorial service 23/08/2025
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Boland Canopy 30/08/2025

NUUS NEWS 5

DESTYDSE VALSKERMSOLDATE GENQOQI

Dit is vanjaar 50 jaar gelede dat
'n groep van 40 valskermsoldate
aan Operasie Savanna as deel
vandie Grenscorlog in Angola
deelgeneem het.

In1975 wasdié jong manne 18
of 19 jaar oud.

Tom Viljoen, een van die oud-
soldate, sé hulle wil op 3 Septem-
ber 'n reUnie hou en 'nspesiale
groepfoto by 44 Valskerm-
bataljon op Tempe laat neem.

'n Kuiergeleentheid word ook
op Doringbos buite Bloemfaontein
beplan.

Veggroep Zulu het in1975 aan
die voorpunt van die Suid-Afri-
kaanse magte in die Grensoorlog
geveg en het maande lank indie
veld geleef.

Teen Januarie 1976 was die
groep reeds ses maandein die
corlog - 1000km oor die grens
tussen die destydse Suidwes-Af-

rika, nou Namibig, en Angola; net
150km van die hoofstad Luanda

- toe die Suid-Afrikaanse magte

onttrek is.

Viljoen s2 hy hoop om soveel
as moontlik van dié oudsoldate
in September op die rednie te
sien.

Stuur enige navrae oor die
relinie aan Viljoen per e-pos na
tom.westhaven@gmail.com, of
bel hom by 074 288 3914,
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A Komp 75 Savannah, kuier by Fort Schanskop tydens ‘n skaap braai. 06/09/2025
Onder: Savannah veterane.
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AERANS Op,

amys,

Oprigting van uitstalling by 4 X 4
Swartkop renbaan. Chris Pohl, Louis
Buys (PPM) en Willoughby Brits.
05//09/2025

Memorial for Chopper 164 that was
shot down 46 years a go. Slade
Healy in Australia.




OPERASIE SAVANNAH 50 JAAR LATER:

Hanti Otto

nt was "n tyd toe hulle “made in
South Africa” op hul tnndepasts-
buisies moes doodkrap.

Niemand kon vir sy ma net
skryf en 5a: “Ek gaan 'n rukkie
Noord weg wees nie.”

Dit was 'n geheime oorlogs
operasie, Dit was ‘n operasie wit
die begrin van 24 jaar se Bos-
vorlog sou inlui.

Gister was dle 50ste herden-
king van Operasle Savennah en
gehou by die Suid-Afriknanse
Weermag (SAW) s¢ Muur van
Herinnering by die Voartrekker-
monument in Protoria.

Dit was ook die lanste een.
Danr is besluit dat dié merk-
wanrdige gedenktyd gepas is om
die Bond van Savannah votorane

met waardigheld te antbind,

Dit wat sedert daardie eerstn
krulsing oor die Angola-grens
dutsends kilometers ver nog leef,
is ¥1 gesanl.

Opornsio Savannah sal van
nat deel varm van die groot ge
denkdiens ender die kiding van
die Raad vir Militire Votorane
{RMVO).

Lt kol. (afg) Renand Booysen,
voorsitter van dke Bond van Sa-
vannah veterane, het glster
ogpend die Indeme groepie be-
kyl, hoofdeksels steeds perfel
greirek, modaijes glimmend.

“Ek hed n® verwag wat ek hler
slen nie. Ons het 200 stoele be-
spreek. Gister is nog 17 afaele-
wer, En almal 1s val - met nog
mense wat daar apter op die
muurtjie sit™

Dit was die verteenwoordigers
van die 2 800 dede - dlensphpt b
ges, stnande mag, burgermas,
vloot, lugmug en medici - wat
Unita en die FNLA moes gaan
help né enathanklikwording in
Angola en die catorekking van
Portugal.

'n Burgerooriog het gevoly
waurby die destydse weermog
moes INgryp.

"Vandag groet ons met groot
hartseer die hegte Bond van Sa.
vunnub-veterane. Vandag gee
ons erkenning san dié wat nie
meer met ons 1s nie. En wens
diegene wut van hier v
yann, voorspoed toe,

"Vatorane van Operasle Savan
nah hed verseker dat dle trotee
weermag van die Bosoorlog ont-
wikkel het, Ons Is trots, want
s bet gedoen wat van ons ver
wap ward,” het Booysen pess,

Dit was ‘n halfoen gelodn s
mthow

Hy hot 'n hrief van PW Batha -
indaurdie studium minister van
verdedlging - voorgelees.

Ook di¢ mhoud was destyds
hoogs geheim.

Hierin is in 1975 gelas dat van
die manne wat eintlik bestem
wis om huis toe te kom, wie se
dienspllg verstryk het, nog moet
annbly, wint duir was niemand
om hulle af te los totdat burger-
miglede in Januarie 1976 ont-
plaok kon word nle.

Onderaan hot Batha geskeyfl
deelname aan die optrede In An-
gola ks "viywillig"s

Hiemp hot dio vetorane glster
geerinnik, sammige hardop ge
Ing, Hulle Is nin moer die
“seuns”, jong manne van daandle
tyd nle. Nou is die jonpste ander

ulle reeds am 70 jaar owd. Som-
mize het met klerkes peloop, pe
boa.

Die nostnlgie en herinneringe
en staaltjies van danrdle 118 dae
wat hulle in Angola moes help
am waterprojekte te beveilig,
vlugtendes by te staan, en Rus-
land en Kuba op Afrika-grond (e

om te groet

Glelie Nel plaas dle Bond van

Civvystraat’ moes eers wag

-

Die brief met letters Is van ander troa-
hoaan gemnerk: UITERS GEHEIM. pe, dt cnmoontilk Is om die manne
Die pettte ded [s pedatesr 18 in Angola af te los, maar ook “on-

Desermnbear ¥75. Dit ki (onder
meer).

“Operase Savannatc

A. Verkenging van opleldingstyd-
perk van Diensplitiges.

B. Oproep van Bugermageenhade
en personeel v 2ansegaing vir spe-
ske onandarboke diens.

C. Ooroep van SM Resandsta.

“So0s u van bewus s, 1s die groot
meerderheld van personeel tans in
Angola ontoloal, Nasionale Diens-
pligtigas waarvan swkaras se norma-
le dianspia 0p 7 Jan 76 verstryk®

Dit verdudeiik dan dat, weens
tyd afstand en die onmiddelike

se hanler In dle sakide gedurende die ontbindingseramonie van die Bond.

sou “heelwat langer® as 19 da
moes wees, sodat daar ooveuelng
van de oprop van earhede kon

praktes en angewens” is om hule wess.
te onttrek sander dat hulle vervang, Dit biyk dat dis minster {van ver-
kan word, dediging - destyds PW Batha)

Dfe dienstydperk van ongaveer reeds voorheen mondelings magti-
1300 nasonale denspigtigss, wat ging hlervoor geges het, en die bref
reeds die dae begh aftel het teng net om dit formeel op skilf te stel.
na “chvystraat’ s verleng. Dit Is geteken dewr de “Hoof van

Die bedoeling was, verduidellk die  dia SAW?
briet om dienspligtiges peleidallk in Onderaan, In sy ele handskrif, het
fases uit Angola te onttrek, en dan Botha op 19 Dasember 1975 byge-
te vervang met burgermageenhede.  skryf: “Ek wil herhaal wat ek tevore

Dan sal In die noor- as besiult neerged het.
dellke Suldwes-Afrika en aangren- “Alle lede van die SAW wat aan
sende gebled van Angola en In Suld-  dia Angola-kant van de grens diens
Afrika “aangewend™ word doen, moet wywllig dien,

Hlervoor moet burgermaglede op-  *Ek hoop die baleid word streng
geroep word, maar hul dienstydpedk  ultgavoer”

Waarskynlk die laaste foto van Operasie

Savannah-veterane,

ane, geneem op
die SO-jarige gedenkdiens gister van did destydse milltére operasie in

Angola

Genl. Tony Dippenaar salveer nadat hy ‘n roos by die Bond van Savannah-
veterane se gedenkteken neergel@ het. Dit was gister die 50ste
Angola.

beveg, bet nie vervang ne. herdenking van di& operasie in
Lt.genl (afg.) Joffel van der
Westhulzen, 'n voormilige artlls  Erich van Rensburg
lerie-bevelvoerder, se eerste {viagdraer), Gielle
woorde op die dlens was: "Van- Nel (draer van
dig 3x unlok. Nog noolt was daar - “Die Dop™ -
) van van
dié omvang o - en dacr gaan Operasie Savannah
wairskynlik nie woer oon weos 36 das) en
nle” sammajoor Frank
Hy het “Ops Savanmah" as Frankenburg maak
“onig, wnlok™ beskryf, gereed om did
Met pmesies van onthan wat memarabllia aan die
“oms in sy stem gekrask het, het  Pro Patrla-museum
hy gesé toe Unita destyds hulp te corhandig vir
gevra het, het hy nie dle “Weste"  veilige bawaring.
gevren nie, moar vir Suid-Afrika.
Van der s¢ dat die
destydse Kabinet, met die medi- Die grens met dle destydse
wete van Amerilks, opdrag pegee  Suidwes Afrils (SWA) is In donor-
het om die grens te kruis Die die studium bedreig.
Amerikaunse C1A het ook ge- “Ons het ‘ju’ gesé, want 6 000
weet, Kubane, 1 000 sogenaamde Rus-
Dit sou begin het met opleiding  siese raadgewers, Swapo’s en

en wapens ain Unita, masr toe
word Suld-Afrika deel van die
oorlog. En sklelik hot almal tulla
"“dom” gehou oar Suid-Atrika se

30 000 MPLA-lede het in dunrdie
stadium so0s 'n anweerswolk cor
SWA (hou Nambhim gehang en
ons de facto "vyfde provinsie” se

"En wie het aan die front ge-
veg? Agttlenjaripe nessionale
dienspligtiges - selfs Julie-inna-
mes wut skaars basiese opleiding
voltool het.” s Van der Westhul-
zen.

Vir talle was dit 'n vuurdoop
in oarlogsvoering wat moes aan-
pas van die on gealliearde moto
des, wanr bloedbande gesmes is

tussen mortiere, landmyne, don-
dorstorms on dle dood,

En, so0s Van der Westhuizen,
=4 e tramma as woord en be-
rlp vir bullo nat so vroemd was
anos dle woand “Kuhaan'.

In danrdie tyd Is ongeveer
350000 Portugese viugtelinge uit
Angola gebelp en Russiese ult-
hreiding 18 ontmoedig.

En 41 munoe het nie waer huis
toe gegaan nie,

Ven der Westhuizen het ofae-
sluit: “Savannah is dood, lonk le
we Suvanneh"

Dir 41 gesneuweldes se name
is hiemu gelees, s0os wat bulle
op dle SAW se Muur van Herin-
nering ingegraveor s,

Hulle was troepo, kolonels,
kaptelns, Die dood bet nle onder-
sknid getref nio, Volgms die
storflanms s daar soms som
e 528 op een dag pedoad.

T ander govalle volg die da
tiums van gevalle makkers s
laaste doe die een na die ander.

Die “Laaste Taploe™ het opge-
klink. Die Inndselag Is stadig
halfstok gesuyk.

In die twee minute van stilte is
hate onthou.

Soos die man en 'n “hloed-
broer” van kinderjere, wat net
A km van mekaur of geveg het,

Die een Is pedood in Desember
1075 Die under een het eers uit-
#evind tos hy in Junuurie 1976
op pad was huls toe, terug ult
Angola.

Of s008 skutter Adam Schon-
voldt, destyds net 20, en gy £poor-
snyerhond, Rinty, wal gedod 1&
deur "n landmyn - Rinty was een
van die eerste dlare-<loda” wat
In dle operasie verioor 15

Na dle ocenblik van stilte het
din aggendsinfaal herinner amm
die son wat allyd weer opkom,
dat hoop altyd verrys, 'n opstan-
ding en 'n nuwe dog en begin.

Soos die tweeds kans wat
brig.penl (afg.) Chris Hartzen-
berg en sy manne gekry het toe
Il Puma-helikopter in Desem-
ber 1475 neerpeskiel i

Al vyf msittendes het corleef,
maar moes 'n wasghalsige ont-
snapplogsplan, ten spyte van
die seer en skak, uitveer om
die ugtervolyende vyand te ont-
duik, voordat hulle velligheid
berlk het,

Die kapelaan het gubld. Vir ge-

.‘.J:-:.. '.._ul:;i'll ]
E2

Foto's DEAAN VIVIES

neslng van letsels van daardle
tyd, vir hulle wat jemand verloor
het. Hy het gepreek ult Johannes
1512 en 13, dot donr gen groter
lefde 15 as iemand wat sy lewe
vir sy vriende aflé nie.

Sy “amen" was die begin van
die finale hoofstuk van die Bond
wvan Sevannsh-veterune, 50 jur
nadat die eerste stewels oor die
grens is.

Gedurends die ontbindingsere
moanie is fondse uun die Voor-
trekkermonument oorhendiy om
die Ops Ssvannoh-gedenkteken
te onderhow

“Die Dop” - 'n 14-ponder-artil-
lerje-kanonkootldop wat gedu-
rende die operasie afgevuur s —
en wat luter 'n herdenkingsim-
bool geward het, sowel as dle
bosgruen Savannab ler, sou
aan die Pro Patria-museum oor-
handlg word.

Dhe benelblaser bt weer die
“Laaste Taptoe™ luat weerklink,

Stadig, respekvol, Is dle Savan.
nah banler opgerol. DIt ks met 'n
mu finslitelt in "o sakkoie po-
plans Geen ogpends Injanl hat ge
valg nie,

Soos Hooysen afpesluit her:
“Dit is tyd om te groet. Julle al-
mal moet mool loop."
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Bo: Spes Magte lede: Frans Fourie HC; Johan Burr-Dixon; Paul J. Els (PVO). Voor: Dewalt de Beer en

onbekend. Regs: Paul J. Els; Charl Naude en Vossie Vorster.
..‘1 t.."; “r | ;V_.‘. 3 ' 3 ‘i

Voor: Bam de Wet; Johan Burr-Dixon; Genl Dan Lamprecht; Dewald de Beer; Brain Walls; Mike Tippett; Charl Naude;
Alan Mann. Agter: De Bruin; Paul Els; Krige van Heerden; Frans Fourie HC; Barry Visser; ; ; Roy Marais ; ;
Chris Serfontein.

nette Vermaak met Inga. Regs: Paul J. Els en Genl Gert van Niekerk. Die foto is

Links: Louwrens Swanepoel en Na
gestuur aan ‘n Porugese lid wat bekend was tydens Savannah wat vrywillig saam met die Inligting manne gewerk het,
Tony Banana. Weens ouderdom en afstand vanaf Portugal kon hy ons geleentheid nie by woon nie.
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Alwyn Whitfield, Genl Hartzenberg, Natie Potgieter en Willie Viljoen.

Net na die gedenkdiens tydens die neem van die groep foto kom ons
agter die persoon by ons is Genl Chris Hartzenberg en daar kom dit uit
dat hy ons 50 jaar gelede op 22 Desember 1975 met sy Puma vir Alwyn
ander neer gelaat het op ‘n koppie tydens Savannah. Hy was baie
emosineel en se hy het gewonder wat het van die Bats geword 50 jaar
gelde. Sy boodskap aan ons: “Dit was vir my net so ‘n voorreg om julle
te kon ontmoet, en 22 Desember 1975 weer te laat herleef. En die Here

te eer dat ons vandag ook kon saam beleef!”

B L8
1L N3
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Bo: Ons Coen vd Merwe se 75 verjaarsdag ete. Links oorhandig Willem ‘n geskenk aan hom. 13/09/2025
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“AUDACISSIMOS SERVAMUS - Serving the bravest"

The 7 Medical Battalion Group solemnly hosted a Memorial Parade and Wreath Laying Ceremony in honour of its
fallen heroes and heroines on 25 September 2025 inside the Unit Lines at 7 Medical Battalion Group, Lyttelton.

This solemn occasion served as a time of remembrance and gratitude, paying tribute to the brave men and
women of the Unit who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country across the world.

The Memorial Parade stood as a powerful reminder of the courage, dedication, and selflessness of those who
served before us. Their memory continues to inspire the Unit’'s commitment to excellence and to carry forward their
nroud leaacv of service. Article bv Maior M_J. Mioli.
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Granger Korff
Just looking back. Look back and contemplate the “craziness” factor in this one and the
different between being young and now ... a bit older.

Here is a good example of the ‘vasbyt’ needed to pass notoriously harsh two-week PT
course selection at 1 Parachute Bn in order to go on jump course to get your Paratrooper
wings.

Amongst many other very harsh activates all day longfor 2 weeks designed by instructors
to make you quit/give up - Return to Unit (RTU) - This one took the CAKE

Steel hard edged very heavy metal parachute pallets (designed for dropping equipment)

We struggled to even pick them up onto our shoulders - with the hard edge immediately
cuttinginto bone - no place to hold - we could barley make it shuffle step down to the gate of
Parachute Bn (we thoughtthatthis was surely joke as it was clearly impossible to do this and
they would turn us around at the gate to get telephone poles which was the ususl) - butno,
out the gate , turn rightand off we go 21 km (13 miles!) half running shuffle step! No walk/No
stop notonce / no putdown once or RTU, but we made it!

The pic is our team coming back into base first if | remember - the final few yards before
putting it down

And they wonder why we’re crazy now!

If one could have recorded the ‘battle talk‘ that went on between our team, or any other
team for those minds bending 13 miles would be real interesting!

(The metal pallets were banned from carrying on the 21 km after this as the toll was to
high - and they went back to using telephone poles.)

Yours truly at far back left corner of pallet.

Airborne all the way.
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https://www.facebook.com/granger.korff?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWnUJIGmsg2oM1AHf_VpKzywvbor_Rp5LDqZvCHDWFh3Ukp5izNw-vqhbZummZRh31sbkpJ4E_m_HmrnXD4p52VSbX4srI15TPLQ9jNH4O_ybk1qbV1P-GO1dSuveWKCqy_UZQn-2HSm_NA_8L4mVJvd8jgHG-oFXvmtVs1NRHAKafF2Wba95AJyK8V3i61IdKyLjQOvg02MYjHGVyhz2Xsglc7qqd7UALKuM127B-1Yg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R

OORLEWINGS KURSUS IN DIE KNYSNA BOS.
Simon Riekert, Ronnie Claassen en Sakkie Marais.
Drie Daks van Rhodesia gereed om manne af te gooi.
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YRYVAL (M)
66V

FREE FALL (PP
66V

FOTO DEURIPHOT BY: CHRISTOS, ELOEMFONTEIN.

VOORSTE RY [ FRONT ROW (vinr.[flir): 8 sersS sgt F. P, Stewnwo, KaphCapt L J. Heltchamseo, Kapt/Caz¢ A wan Driel, Lt M. Oelschip,
AGTERSTE RY ( BACK ROW (vLlar)flir)  AOIGWOII J. H. Kieser (Pima SMHWing SM),  ScoiSgt R, Murphy ¢nur),  KaptpCapt D. J, Moore (Vieud Ber{Wing OC),
AQUWOT G. A Eraczes PMM (Spoltee”).
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DOG SCHOOL'S
OC DECORATED

MAJ Derek van Nierop, Officer Commanding SADF Dog School,

puses with the PF Long Service Medal awarded him meoently
alter 18 yvekrs service, The presentation wag made by Col M, C. A
Kotxe, SM, OC of SA Army College, Maj Van Nierop hag given
dedicated  service to Speclal Serviee Batlalien, 7 Ordnance
Depot, QMG, SA Army College, Services School and I Para
Battalion. Maj Van Nierop joined the Dog School in May, 1868

Fourte, $3, dis bevehvoeeder van T4 Erigade op
< wamum Botily 0L WoIP T @2 Vet 0 ok stk
e S0 270% man pekulaven merd.

Gevegsproewe

Dio tenlafmeersehsle van 1 Yalsh Huyvr.?l . Bergh, akir M. J. yen |B
Bataljen by & temkal trofoe wat d Aglor: Skir C. Langios, |3
tulls somen het. Huls Ie voor vine: J. a4 Stonder, T, P. Polgletar, T, M,
Skir P. W, Gerdon Gram, okpl G Meencdan

28 PRIATUL « NOATAERDY, Y2

Hevole nde wan 1 Palsaennbanyon Op Tomps (0 BIocmianfa”n was oo van § groog
van v war ha' Eomieio se s2nsaang 200 gotoy Ned mer Wy avesiaslos yoms
opvolAeg. Hoor Si! Franc’s Leshuyn’ s A0m adovsiel A0l 85 0Ve besle sudmriyoms
"

dY Dasese opieoVigsieze mar 8-Kompavin 62 gouvenngey. de basbaibic 2

CAWE Agrov regs 2lean Nivigata Josoph Gamiay by sy Pivimon TNt o Jozaph
Tsiedsi Rarpalanyavio. GV Mhsslo sodenr wal fievdle kavsos opgalesiy el - Folo:
Na'col» Bofes.

T EN van ons land se mees ervare valskermspringers. maj J. H. v.d. M. ( Blikkies) Blignaui, het
L{on!angs die Wereldvalskermspringkampioenskap in Ausiralté bygewoon. Maj Blignaut is as
individuele waarnemer deur die Aero-klub van Suid-Afrika gestuur omdat spanne van Suid-
Afrika nie by die kampioenskap toegelaat is nie.

Maj Blignaut, senior instrukieur by die Danie Theron Krygskool in Kimberley, het sy hesoek
aan Australie baie leersaam gevind en hy het die hoop uitgespreek dat hy al die kennis wat hy
opgedoen het hier sal kan oordra. Hy het al 750 spronge agter die blad en hy is onder meer ook d:e
voorsitter van die Weermag se valskermspringkomiree.

-
T

Two mentbers of the SADF Skydiving Club at Voortrekkerhoogte make alinked exit from a Puma helicapter high Chacfe Coome 200
Do
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Paratus May 1965

Die opvou van die valskerm na ’n landing
maak ’n belangrike deel uit van die val-
skermopleiding. Die toue van die draag-
Parab;ns f:gn:: h'd aPa;a;thewg;ag%r;h g?en;fonée;:, sec;mds ldoek word nader getrek sodat die valskerm
away from tou wn. round forces, form- i

ing g vital sectior of the as);aun. — (Photo: LfAlex de Velasco) van onderdmmekaan VoL

o T

On the left is a view of the pack section of the PISA factory in Johannesburg and on
OUTH AFRICA is now fully the right the main canopy section — could look kinda spooky at night. Photos by R. H.
Z il . ALB.P., Joh burg.

Manufacture of this strategi- FAHAE"“I[S Nuw
cally vital item of equipment is MA“[ I N sn"]“ nfnl EA
now being undertaken by a South

African company — the only one

independent of all overseas

sources for its requirements of

parachutes for the Defence Force
and for civilian purposes.

in the Republic — which was offi-

cially opened today by Comman-
dant General R. C. Hiemstra, head
of the South African Defence
Force. Air Force officers and pro-

The decision to establish a parachute facrory
in South Africa was raken in Paris in 1965 in
the light of the Government's policy encou-
raging the establishment of factories for the
manufacture of items of strategic military im-
portance.  The full co-operation of the Muni-

Full technical know-how has been forth-
coming from the overseas companics and all
the necessary equipment for the whole manu-
facturing  process, from cutting the canopy

material to final stringent testing to ensure

Sers A. H. S. Schoeman

minent personalities connected tions Bosrd hus been sccorded the enterprise, P"("m""“',m inwernational sun- | Sers A, H. S. Schoeman, valskerminstruk-
As A resilt | OE iscussiong. with, FepRGEh: "\‘l""- "I‘y‘ e “““["‘"' by l""‘ @mre- | teur by 1 Valskermbataljon het gedurende
utives of some of the world’s leading para.  Abvut 80 per cent o material requirements i i ’
attented the function which t00k (e mansfacuring  companics, inlluldm_l and all labour nceds have been obtained g::)ots .\2;rr::sfsli(:g‘pgkeasmofglofgzk?\spsiewlzamr:
pioenskappe gewen het. Hy het 'n totaal
van 4238 uit 'n moontlike 5000 behaal. Die
Olimpiese standaard vir vyfkamp is 4000
punte. Sers Schoeman het ook Provinsiale
kleure vir Boks, Atletiek, Landloop, Stoei,
Swem en Vyfkamp verwerf.

with civilian flying in South Africa

ioneer Aera- Jocally.

place at the Johannesburg pre- lr\un.'..\lr Chute Cu. Inc. and Ii

fses - hut Aot dynamic Systems Inc, of the United Seates, Mr. A, W, ‘Haidey s chairman and
mises of Parachute Industries of o cocmunn and Brand KG., of Germany, : 3
f 3 S managing Jirector of the company and Col,
Southern Africa (Pty.) Limited. and a locally registered company, Irving Air g

Chute Company of Southern Africa (Puy,) Walters, E.D., managing dircctor of

With a total of 80 machines the Trving Air Chute Company of Southern Africa

Limited, the consortium azread to form the

factory is able to handle all orders  local company Py Limited, is sales dicecror, *

emanating from the Defence Force

and from civilian sources and is

Paratus Oct 1967. Paratus Aug 1968.

still able to meet any demands for

export that might arise.
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ERANS Op,
«\l"- 644,/

14 VALSKERM BN GP 14 PARACHUTE BN GP

BEVELSGROEP /| COMMAND GROUP
AUG / SEPT 1988

— Sy S ot e — P P

P 3
z (7 W
AT 3 ;‘-A )/'({’:: V//L

-
L

o " Fotoland Pta Tel. 215230

’ , - < UYT
s y ' L—R : AO2 W H Byleveld (RSKM), Maj F C Grové (BN 2IB), KmdtJ E H T van Zyl (BN.GP BEV), Kapt S B Smith (BN Adj),

132 Xél/pls;l l}_:,\;ws J CD (RSM), Kapt HJ Fritz (Lof Offisier), KplnD S Liebenberg (Kapelaan), Kapt K F van Heerden (Genie Eskn Bev).
2de Ry / 2nd Row : 'S/Scrs A L J van Vuuren (ESM Genie), Maj D Willemse (A Komp Bev), Maj P J Introna (B Komp Bev), Maj F J Cheetham
(bndh Komp Bev), Majl J le R Louw (181 Bty Bev), KaptR G Schulz (C Komp Bev), AO2 N P van Heerden (LA), Kapt H J Scheepers
(Lugifdllg / 1 Cornellssen (O Komp KSM), Kapt D Lombaard (44 TKA

Row : Lt E A N van Dyk, Kpl A M Gait-Smith (44 Maint KSM), S/Sers W I Cornelissen ( omp KS) ), ap! ombaard (

3d eg{: v’) 3“;er‘;“n 7 van Heerden (44 Genie), S/Sers W P Hennings (181 Bty BSM), Sers S J Ueckermann (BN HK KSM), LtA A Erasmus (Adj

44 Genie), S/Sers HJ van Wyk (C Komp KSM), S/Sers G K van Nlekerk (KSM 44 Genle).

R BRSNS L e T T

- These are the NCO's and men of Special Forces Parachute Packing Team, pictured shortiy belore their first jump.
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Links: Sakkie Marais kuier by PPM. Bo
Wessie en oupa se trots. Onbekende Oupa
se trots
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Genl Mkhwanazi has more qualifications and Degrees, than
anyone else in the service! (Internet).
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Beste Paul,
Jy weet ek het die re-unie van Paratroopers en B Komp te Hartebeespoortdam die 29ste
Oktober die jaar bygewoon, daar was oor die 2 000 paratroopers bymekaar, My hand was so
seer vir omtrent n week van al die groet. En die foto’s wat daai manne agterna gestuur het,
was ongelooflik.

Ronnie was daai naweek van 29ste ook 50jr getroud en hy en Suzette was Drakensberge
toe.

Groetnis vir eers en mooi loop.

64' Bat,

Kitcha.
Ek en Daan Potgieter, n ou Battroep van my way back. Hy wasn bankbestuurderby Landbank

in Nylstroom.
(Datum onbekend.)

AEBIORNE

THIE SPIRIT OIF

THEE WARRIOR

IS FOUND IN THIE MIEN
WHO HAVIE WORN THIZ

MAROON BERET
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JHI FENCING
Foe ull pour abecl
ey poeds, ket
Msors 20d nxeoe s,
BETHLEHEM
Cankact Carles 063515 38,
Tirk bt any il

S e
FPaama o mad o

MORE Ulan
800 para-
chutists
took part
in iho big-
post mo.
Bilg sybome
exercise in ;
the history of
the SANDF
which was haid
in Bothicham.

Prokr Sonp ven

Diahirst

Exercise Iron Eagle biggest ever

Senjn van Dlikhocst

MORE 1han $0) solliers
tockk sart in the blggest mio-
hile afrbome e\emse in
the history of the South
African \muoml Defence
Force (SAND) hosted hy 41
FPamchite Tegiment from
Eloemdontein.

Praprratiors e Exercise
Irca Eagle started 25 eargy
ns March 2X1, said Cupt.

Cutha Strydom, lialsca ofTi-
oorz44 Parschute leglment.

Spuctators watched a
sham attack when muce
than B parachuatises and
some e were dropped
by C-1a's. When all the sol.
dlers ware I positiot, they

rd<rawled ncrass the

Burnt enrdh 10 the Lrenches

Ilb::t the "ensmy" was hi-
nz.

Bombs were detonated
ard undec heavy aylillery
the enemy was captured
and their wenpons coilEaca-

AS with w1y exemho,
=0 ing is
go wrang. Sgt, M.w.
Msphikwana of 44 Pa-
rachuto Regimen? In
Elaemdontsin knded in
& ok blue gum tree
near Ywam autside
Bathlohem, He hang
there for 80t lime be-
fore a 35-fcat crane of
tha Ciklaberg Munici-
peiity was used to lo-
war him down,
Phoxa. Sovja van Biz-
[

THE CITIZEN

The army'a new minl jeep, a Noddy-car-size ‘Jnmln' madg its debut 8t
@ parachul? drop of §.

Exercisa Iron Eagle, the bigoest ever peace-tims

parstroopers and equlpment, Mmln slghlouhe Baotzwana border yes-

900 parabats in
blggest drop
in peacetlme

5A Al Foroc Lrams-
L]

e army's 43 Para-
chute Brigade yester:
day carried out the
higpest - ever peace-
Groe drop of para-
taby

Thb execcise  tock
pucs s to the Bo-
wans boeler.

Mices Can 500 of the
e of the aimy's par-

by 14 transpon aumk
At slaggered  helghts,
dipped  smocd
he groe=d wil
Cent 2 2 duoys 2cme Tews
chan & 5g ke

And dto;g:d before
them were palels carsy-
ing two Jerep sout
cars, two Jakials mini-

KETH

— I3 firsl time
lln:nc wehiclex have been
setn openly — two 1)
mm eoctrs, sight BL
mm @meetars, and 2 miss
of equipment and am-
munition.

Speculation that the
exertise s doso 1o the
Bulswara  border was
saibire waithing or sbcr-
af siecrgih w
coumat by inte

olficers

It owas  cotncdentad
(I\u the crercise. code-

b
leesburg, 2 spocp-
lation thal the ANC

Fxrare by LOUG LEF

I:.\-nl \he R R;puhln from
Bolswins.

A semice alfiee said
han the exsicse bad
been oo the drawiog
board foc some time,
and that the Lotswana
Govemnment bad been
wamned well atead of
fime 1Bt it was to take

sanding 4 Parschule
Bagade, sad that the
aim of the exercise wis
%o test certain docirines,
command and  coecrod
prowndsze amd corcepes

combat

purabats trudge to

their platoon rallying

pints, mrﬂng full
K,

FROM'PAG

it with e annual ¢a3-

sl
Col Moore. T2 woapn
were drought 4o by air

a1 the weekend, and ia
the process i ther
neccssry annual opera

poranda t\).kup
afier 3 brshup course  mund pow
Toen o

tod. The exerclse was held
K1 the Bethlebam Arpoct.

In Maller Stréat apecla-
1013 saw the Ruoivalk com.

4 sappart hal o B
ting 8sx gun ship. The Oryx
belicopters demonstrated
G5t roping. repellmg, hee
cxiraction hang sling and
casavac hoisting.

Strydom sald this oxes-
Cigh served us & force prepa-
ration exerelse o MLy Pre-
e all foroes, parmanent
and reserve foren members,
of the &irborme fumily prior
1o the comhat tralnirg ¢om-
e enerckse.

Thegoalsar Exoiekse Tron

.nsla includs the practice
uf 2l phases af an 2dare
Attack, e planning cxele,
all airborne deploymont
techniques and al) types cf
airbore aper

athonsg.

The SANDY al:o wanted
1o test command and eont-
vol ayelenss, all delivery
systems and adrberne Kgis-

tical syszems.

Adreran of the South Afri-
wan Air Focee used In Exar-
cise Iron Eaglo wete: throe
C-10¥s two CASA 212's; oo
L'nr;;an: two|_ ILoo'walk
cumbat support kelicopeers;
tnm- Qryx holinpters and

s Allo L1

QA parachulizt, Lt Bos-
sie Dushoff. reserve foves
member of 3 Parachude Dat-
talica in Predoria, wis Ak
rzoat Killed when his para-
chiude Eailed 1o open. When
he tried the safoly pora-
chucte. it also did nee cpen.
A few foet Tram the grovnd
the wind lifted the pam.-
chute n little. Ho anly ss-
tained teen shoulder lign-
ments and A dislocated hip.

A tokyd uf four parachu.
tists hart their ankles, One
ot stuck in a tree (see
phote) and had 10 ke cut
down and luwered to safety
by a exane of tho Dilisbetss
Munivipality.
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MILITARY DELEGATION - TAIPEI 1984

Friend Rep?rter

FOR Col. Chris le Roux
and his team of 12
parachutists, it’s a
pleasure to be back home
in the open air after a
“crowded” tour to the
Republic of China, where

‘they took part in a

parachutingcontest.
Five members of the
team were from |1

Parachute Battalion in

B s L

With mementoes of their visit to the Republic of China are (from left) Col. Chrisle Roux,

Bloemfontein, and the
rest were from Pretoria.

It was Col. le Roux’s
second visit to the tiny
island republic, but forhis
team it was a “wide-eyed
experienceofalifetime”.

“We were treated like
heroes by Taiwanese, who
areextremelyfriendlyand
courteous”, hesaid.

The competition took
placefromMarch19t028,

Private Riaan Hepbum and Mai J. Kieser of 1 Parachute Battalion.

© contest, the

and the team was able to
tour most oftheisiandand
HongKong.

“In Taipei, with a
population of three
million, all I wanted wasa
bit offreshairandspace”,
said Colle Roux.

TRADITION

“To eat with these
people is very interesting,
especially when you
understand their 6000
years of tradition”, he
added.

Among the most
“interesting™ items
served to the team were
shark’s fin and fried
pigeon.

HONOURS

In the parachuting
Chinese
scored top points in the
accuracy competition
which, according to Col.
le Roux, was dropped in
South Africa about 10
years ago, but inthe other
sections, the South
Africans  took the
honours.

PLANS
ol le Roux said there
were plansforateamfrom
the Republic of China to
visit South Africa next
vear.

Ek en my 2 seksie leiers Valk 4 D Komp 80 81 Parabats-Ops Protea- 41 42 jaar gelede. Aan my regs Lukie Strydom
en my links Willem Noddy Naude.Die 2 manne het as leiers vir my ‘n great job gedoen en my lewe makliker gemaak.
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Just look at youl! | can't wait to see the army
make a man out of you.

So, you want some tips about doing your
national service...Get into shape.now before
next year's intake.

She's coming with me...I'm not taking any
chances receiving a ‘Dear John' letter from her
later.

£ (R A
B TN / ) l

Please Corporal, take good care of my baby
while he'’s in the army.
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HULDEBLYKE / TRIBUTE

Ons vierJOhan se lewe.

JOHANNES JACOBUS KOCH
14-10-1955 - 19-08-2025

\

GEDENKDIENS:
29 Augustus 2025
om 10:00.

\ PLEK:

: Nederduitsch
Hervormde Kerk
Watervalboven.

STAAN IN DIE DEUR

en vier saam met ons

o se Lewe

A Woensdag

- 24 September 2025
10:00am

NG Herlk Pellissier
Bloemiontein

“Het Ek jou‘i’;ie beveel nie:
 Wees sterk en vol moed, wees
\. _ nie bevrees of verskrik nie;

. \ want die Here jou God
- Ay vﬁ\ 3 ‘ . is met jou, oral waar
JOSUA 1:9 | ‘%( & jy heengaan.”

™ > 7 - - - = TS
» vy -~

5.
Wert du Bruyn -

= N AN W
One OK - Stick OK (g‘: GOOO!
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“n Doadetiakarster hat e okt roccienn vie sermal. Albertzs Oppecrun, sertychs KM van 3 Vatdormbetjon n
Yerzpa, tn cle 1S kark Pelitoder kn Bloasdoctsin ingetsl. Pegn b kol Eutch Willaruoo van dis MitSrswvisacs-orgarhade.

Yilc o xpeorasg-echs bat dis roudiens van aerumal. Abertn Oppacnas b die NG ek Peltuder 1o Vetsrara Bat bkt cle N3 kack Palloder In Sioastiocisin n erveog pevorm vir dis fuc e van xenna. Abertus Oppercun
Hoarrdocish bygewcon. 'an Lnka b oecx. Cidecn e, cudld van 2 Yerkennirgrdommanda wat ks Y70 cuam ot {72), wém sa roochena hlergatau b Voor b . Qawle Poce {73), sertychos B van 1 Vaddoermisrigada en 2 Vatdarmbeigede
Opperrean in matriek s dis Holricd Sentod in Sosmforrein waa, AC2 Foccots Marats, ooclid van 44 (waar hy s burgermagid clace gecion en xy ng verserd Bed). Langa Bom br ACT Cougle Bt {$8), martydes 3 van &

=g
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ocT PRETORIA CANOPY BIRTHDAYS DEC
Monty Monnery 4 Johan Saunders 6
Stefanus Roets 7 NOV Krige van Heerden 10
Trevor Porter 8 Johan Pieterse 3 Henry Smith 10
Willie Philips 9 Riaan Wessels 4 Slim Meyer 5
Oale vd Wakt 9 Ashleigh Carr 5 Willoughby Brits 16
Onnie Kok 13 Christiaan Kruger 10 Lizette vd Walt 20
Ralph Bennoy 17 Snakes Snyman 13 Piet Viljoen 22
Rudolf du Plessis 17 William de Beer 22 Anthony Modena 23
Chris Alers 20 Jimmy Sloane 26 Henry Leppan 27
Ralph Benoy 21t Aldo Nel 29 Lood Pepler 29
Louwrens Swanepoel 31 Leon Eddy Gordon 29

WORD FROM THE EDITORS

This is your newsletter. Please make contributions to it in the line of news, personal stories of
training or operations, reports on parades attended, as well as any news of bats. The next Bat

Chat will be in Dec 2025 and we need your inset by Dec 10. VASBYT

chris.pohl arabat.org.za aul@who-els.co.za
Chris Ponl Paul J. Els

ERE ROL /ROL OF HONOUR 2025

JUL AUG SEP

Reino du Plessis 14 Theuns Bezuidenhout Torries Pretorius 08
Buks vd Berg 20 Stanley Kruger 14 Gert du Bruyn 08
Bryan Gibson 22 Johan Koch 19 Bertus Opperman 12
Aidre Magailtens Koekies Koekemoer 28? Gert v Coppenhagen 12

Schalk Swanepoel 31 Chris du Plessis 14

Renier van Rooyen 15
X ALTO VINCIMUS Danie Schutte 25

Chris vd Walt 29



mailto:chris.pohl@parabat.org.za
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za

We dropped from skies in crim$on light,
Young hearts ablaze, prepared to fight.
Through dust and flame in Angolan sands
We carved our fate with bmodied hands. \,

The jungle wh|s h and fear
Yet in my; br stre

We laughe ffi &. ﬁ{* ﬁ" *

We saw young souls |

EX ALTO VINCIMUS




